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INTRODUCTION
Pemphigus refers to a group of autoimmune intraepidermal blistering diseases of the skin and mucous membranes,l and is not related to sex.2 Jews are probably more frequently affected. Pemphigus usually affects people between 11" 1g" :f .39 -601ears, but it can also occur in childhood and older age. ' Based primarily on the level of blister formation, the pemphigus group^may be subdivided into superficial and deep forms.' Typo of pemphigus are pemphigus vulgaris, pemphigus foliaceus, pemphigus erythematosus, and pemphigus vegetans.
The major histologic feature of all variants is acantholysis, the disruption of normal cell-to-cell adhesion, which leads to intraepidermal blister formation.l
Most patients with pemphigus demonstrate IgG autoantibodies directed against an antigen located on the surface of keratinocytes. ' Although the stimulus for autoantibody production is .,nk ro*n, several mechanisms 
